Theme Summary
I

The Bible is full of stories. These stories give us a glimpse into the nature and character of God,
as well as God’s relationship to humanity, in a way that informs how we should live. They tell of
people, places, and events from particular times and cultures and yet speak to each of us right
where we are at today.

The stories in the Bible are not standalone accounts of people, places, and events though; the
Bible is one cohesive grand narrative of the Triune God who created all things, loves all things
despite brokenness and sin, came down in flesh to redeem all things, and is weaving a master
plan to bring all things back to himself. All stories of all people, places, and events in the Bible
are part of this grand narrative. At first read, biblical narratives may seem to tell the story of a
prophet, or a country, or a miracle but really Bible stories are only a little bit about these things.
They are mostly about God.

It has been almost two thousand years since the most recently penned stories in the Bible were
recorded, and no written texts will be added. And yet, the grand narrative of God, the story God
is unfolding through time and space, is far from complete for God is still at work in, among, and
through God’s people.

In a world where we are so busy and things around us often seem so wrong, it can be easy to
miss how our stories are woven into the grand narrative of God. Many days most of us are just
trying to do the best we can to get work done and hold things together. We do not give much
thought to where we fit into the overarching story of how and where God is at work in the
world because our lives are full and our minds are preoccupied. Together we have a chance to
take a step back and consider the bigger picture of the story of God.

Over the next few weeks, we are going to live deeply into stories from the Old Testament. We are
going to learn about interesting characters in the Bible and how God used them to bring about
his salvation and the restoration of all creation. We will explore how this hope of restoration was
made perfect in Jesus, how Christ was the fulfillment of all of God’s promises. We will witness
how the early church faithfully lived into the good news of Jesus. Finally, we will ponder how God
is still at work bringing each of us back into relationship with him through Christ, and inviting us
to join in the work of the Holy Spirit as participants in the story God continues to write.

Weekly Session Outline

The Story of Abraham and Sarah: God’s Restoration Begins
The Story of Moses: God Provides All We Need for the Journey
The Story of Rahab: God Calls Us to Obedience

The Story of David: God Uses Imperfect People

The Story of Amos: God Calls Us to Justice

The Story of Jesus: God’s Restoration is Fulfilled

The Story of Lydia: God’s Restoration Advances





